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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
Come Holy Spirit, 

fill the hearts of  

Thy faithful and 

enkindle in them 

the fire of  Thy 

love. Send forth 

Thy Spirit and 

they shall be 

created and Thou 

shall renew the 

face of  the earth.  

AMEN 

SURRENDERING TO THE 
LORDSHIP OF JESUS 
 

“O Jesus, I surrender myself to you,  

take care of everything!” 
 

Some of us remember the words of 
an old Charismatic Renewal song, 
“All to Jesus I surrender, All to thee 
I freely give” and its chorus “I 
surrender all, all to thee my 
blessed Savior, I surrender all”. So, 
what does it mean to surrender to 
Jesus? When we hear the word 
surrender, many of us have images 
in our minds of defeated soldiers 
and people, waving white flags, 
hands up, dejected. They are all 
clearly overpowered, crushed 
overwhelmed, and subjugated. 
 

Surrender is the result of a defeat. 
However, the Christian notion of 
surrender is different. It focuses on 
seeing, acknowledging, and giving 
ourselves to that which is far 
greater than ourselves. It may 
come about through defeat in 
some form, but it may also come 
about through realizing that no 
matter how good or successful we 
may be, Jesus Christ is better, the 
best. Therefore, we freely give 
ourselves over to Christ, who is so 
much greater. This Christian 
understanding of surrender is 
something we see more of that we 

may at first realize. Think of 
marriage when a man and a 
woman freely surrender and give 
themselves to each other. Real 
freedom and surrender only occurs 
when we are all in. It is only when 
we are all in that we are completely 
free. That is when we can love, 
serve, and give to the utmost. This 
is also true of religious community 
life. At first, we do this in principle 
and work out the details going 
forward. It is as though these 
commitments and surrender have 
brought us to the Olympic finals. 
Now we have to live this out in the 
practicalities of our ordinary lives. 
Scripture gives us plenty of 
examples. In Matthew’s Gospel, 
we have the parable of the 
Prodigal Son who is thoroughly 
defeated by rejecting his father and 
going his own way. When he 
returns and surrenders, he is 
welcomed back. The mercy of the 
father shows forth. The older son 
responds in anger showing that 
despite external obedience he is 
just as rebellious in his heart. He 
did not see the father as greater 
than himself. Despite being told by 
his father that all he has was his, 
we are not told whether he too 
surrendered to the mercy of the 
father and joined the celebration. 

Another series of examples involve 
the call of the disciples. Jesus, 
passing by, challenges them to 
leave everything and follow him. 
Clearly, their encounters with 
Jesus led them to seeing someone 
far greater than themselves and 
they respond by leaving everything 
to follow him. They went all in. That 
radical response allows them to 
travel with Jesus for three years 
and then, after being baptized in 
the Holy Spirit, to continue as 
coworkers of Jesus in building his 
kingdom. Jesus gives us the 
freedom of how we respond. Some 
accepted completely, others 
rejected him, and others such as 
the rich young man, wanted to 
accept but on their own terms. 
That is not possible as we are then 
not completely free to follow and 
accompany Jesus. One practical 
way to respond is the increasingly 
popular Surrender Novena. The 
concluding prayer is, “O Jesus, I 
surrender myself to you, take care 
of everything!” You can adapt the 
reflections and prayers and include 
the Holy Spirit, whose wisdom, 
strength, guidance, and gifts we 
need to live a life surrendered to 
Jesus.  
 

By Bishop Peter Smith, he is the auxiliary Bishop of the  
Archdiocese of Portland, Oregon. He is a member of  

the CHARIS International Service of Communion and 
Consultant to Pentecost Today USA. 


